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Bishop Mitsuru Shirahama 2 May, 2025
Nuclear Free World Foundation
Care of Peace Boat Japan

Dear Bishop Shirahama,

On behalf of the International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons, Australia, |
would like to extend my thanks to the Nuclear Free World Foundation for enabling
ICAN Ambassador Karina Lester and her 17 year-old son William Hughes to travel
from Adelaide to attend the Third Meeting of States Parties (3MSP) to the Treaty on
the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW) at the UN Headquarters in New York
earlier this month.

Nuclear Ban Week was held 2-7 March and included a 1-Day ICAN Campaigners
forum, the 5-day Third Meeting of States Parties to the TPNW, and a huge variety of
side events held by ICAN and partners throughout the week.

The support of the Nuclear Free World Foundation enabled Karina to continue her
long standing work to raise awareness and seek justice for the consequences of
British nuclear testing on her family, Aboriginal people more broadly, and survivors
of nuclear weapons use and testing everywhere, and to advocate for Australia's
signature and ratification of the TPNW. It also provided an introduction to William to
the United Nations, the work of the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons
and an opportunity to connect his family’s stories to the world.

Over the week in New York Karina played a pivotal role in the international gathering
and contributed to a remarkable number of civil society events and high-level
meetings. This report highlights some of the key achievements of their short and
impactful trip. Over the course of the week, Karina and Will also spent a lot of time
building connections and relationships with other affected community members at
Nuclear Truth Project Community Hub Breakfasts, 3SMSP side events, dinners and
during the 3MSP itself.

Please see a list of official engagements over the course of the week below:

Saturday March 1°
e Karina and Will attended a Nuclear Victims Remembrance Day event hosted
by the Marshallese Education Initiative in collaboration with the Permanent
Mission of the Republic of the Marshall Islands to the United Nations to mark
71 years since the United States conducted the Castle Bravo nuclear test at

Bikini Atoll, which remains the largest nuclear device ever detonated by the
U.S.A.
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Sunday March 2™
e Karina and Will attended the ICAN Campaigners Forum held at the Riverside
Church in Harlem with over 300 ICAN Campaigners, including those from
affected communities, civil society organisations as well as parliamentarians
and policy experts.

Monday March 3"

e Karina and Will presented at the Nuclear Truth Project Community Hub Event
‘Listen and See our Anangu Story’, sharing their lived experience of
intergenerational impacts on Anangu People from the British nuclear testing
in Australia.

Tuesday March 4"

e Karina and Will attended the 1-day Youth for TPNW 3MSP Conference. This
conference, coordinated by Youth for TPNW was designed to help shape
youth advocacy strategies and actions plans that will influence nuclear
disarmament, and contributed to the Youth Declaration delivered on the floor
during the Meeting of States Parties to reflect youth priorities, ensuring youth
voices continue to be heard by decision-makers at the SMSP

Wednesday March 5"

e Karina attended a meeting between affected community members and the
TPNW Scientific Advisory Group, a group of 15 scientists appointed by
TPNW member states to report on the status and developments regarding
nuclear weapons, nuclear weapon risks, the humanitarian consequences of
nuclear weapons, nuclear disarmament and related issues, as well as to
identify and engage scientific and technical institutions in States parties and
more broadly to establish a network of experts to support the goals of the
Treaty.

e Karina and Will attended an affected community dinner with the Union of

Concerned Scientists, made up of Scientists, analysts, policy experts,
organizers, and communicators dedicated to developing solutions and
advocating for a healthy, safe, and just future.

Thursday March 6™
e Karina presented at the Nuclear Truth Project Side Event ‘Translating
Protocols into Action’ which covered ongoing efforts to address linguistic and
cultural challenges faced by Indigenous and other affected communities, and
shared the importance of the protocols developed by affected communities
with states parties and civil society organisations.
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e Karina delivered a statement to the conference during the segment on Victim
Assistance and Environmental Remediation and International Cooperation
where TPNW States Parties and civil society organisations have been sharing
perspectives on the implementation on Articles 6&7 of the TPNW, which
require states parties of the TPNW to work collaboratively to provide support
to communities impacted by the use and testing of nuclear weapons. Karina
called out the Australian Government’s lack of action on the TPNW to date
and made clear that it is time for Australia to sign and ratify the TPNW,
without delay. Her statement was met with a round of applause from the
floor and featured in Australian media.

e Karina joined other ICAN Australia representatives to present at our live cross
Zoom event, to report back to ICAN supporters in Australia on some of the
progress of States Parties made at the meeting as well as the activities and
vital contributions of affected communities and civil society organisations.

Friday March 7™

e Karina, joined other ICAN Australia representatives and ICAN Executive
Director Melissa Parke to meet with Australia’s representatives, who were
formally observing the 3MSP. Karina pointed very clearly to the need for
support for affected communities, the fear of affected communities already
impacted by the nuclear industry of future nuclear weapons testing, targeting
AUKUS and nuclear weapons in Australian lands and waters, and the need
for government departments to communicate better on the issues faced by
First Nations communities.

ICAN Australia has a more detailed summary of proceedings on our website. A
summary of the 3MSP was also sent to more than 300 State and Federal
Parliamentarians who have signed the ICAN Parliamentary Pledge.

Expenses for this project totalled AUD$12,000, including $5700 on flights, $3600 on
accommodation, $2200 on per diem provision for daily expenses, and smaller
amounts for travel insurance and Greenfleet flight offsets.

We are delighted that Karina and Will were able to attend, thank you again for your
support to maintain a strong presence for nuclear survivors at this year’s meeting.

With thanks,
Gem Romuld

Director
ICAN Australia


https://icanw.org.au/karinalester_statement_msp3/
https://icanw.org.au/affected-communities-lead-the-way-at-3msp/
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Photos:

Nuclear Fallout: why Karina Lester is calling on Australia to sign
the treaty banning atomic weapons

The late Yami Lester was blinded due to fallout from British nuclear testing at Emu Field. His daughter Karina addressed the UN in New York
this week

Karina Lester has proudly taken up her father's fight against nuclear weapons and has addressed the United Nations. Credit: Wayne Quilliam
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. Karina and William at the ICAN Campaigners Forum. Image Credit: ICAN

. Karina and William presenting ‘Listen and See our Anangu Story’ at the
Nuclear Truth Project Community Hub. Image Credit: Dimity Hawkins

3. Karina presenting at the Nuclear Truth Project Side Event ‘Translating

Protocols into Action’. Image Credit: ICAN.

Karina outside of the United Nations. Images Credit: Dimity Hawkins

Karina’s feature article in SBS online/NITV. Image Credit Wayne Quilliam

6. ICAN Campaigners Frum in Harlem, NYC

More images available on request.
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Key links:

e Karina Lester’s address to the Third Meeting of States Parties to the Treaty on
the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons

e ‘Nuclear fallout: why Karina Lester is calling on Australia to sign the treaty
banning atomic weapons.’ - NITV/SBS News Article, 7 March 2025.

e ‘Yankunytjatjara woman urges Australia to join nuclear treaty’ - National
Indigenous Times, 26 March 2025.

e ‘Affected Communities Lead the Way at 3MSP’ — ICAN Australia Summary



https://icanw.org.au/karinalester_statement_msp3/
https://icanw.org.au/karinalester_statement_msp3/
https://www.sbs.com.au/nitv/article/nuclear-fallout-why-karina-lester-is-calling-on-australia-to-sign-the-treaty-banning-atomic-weapons/su09vd95k
https://www.sbs.com.au/nitv/article/nuclear-fallout-why-karina-lester-is-calling-on-australia-to-sign-the-treaty-banning-atomic-weapons/su09vd95k
https://nit.com.au/26-03-2025/17026/yankunytjatjara-woman-urges-australia-join-nuclear-treaty
https://icanw.org.au/affected-communities-lead-the-way-at-3msp/
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